Given the special political, cultural, historical, and religious conditions in the Middle East, the conservative elites in these regions have enhanced their commitment to their traditions and have opposed any changes in their societies. The most important feature of this conservative traditionalism is that it does not tolerate uneven economic development. However, this feature is inapplicable to political and social development.
I. Introduction
After World War II, several countries around the world defined the term "development" according to their own criteria.
These criteria label a country as "developed" according to its economy, political situation, institutions, choices of their leaders, and socio-cultural issues. Countries are classified into modern or non-modern, developed or underdeveloped, north or south, and first world or third world. This classification raises several important questions, such as what makes some countries more developed than others and why traditional or semi-traditional conditions still exist in some modern countries. This paper studies the underdevelopment of Middle Eastern countries by focusing on the cultural and political statuses of the elites in these regions. Development cannot be achieved without effective political management and political managers. Strategic elites are involved in the development of economic and political goals in Middle Eastern countries.
Development and underdevelopment
Many scholars have proposed theories about the radical changes that took place in the 1950s and 1960s. They believe that all communities were placed under either a traditional or an underdeveloped state of modernization. Some theories on the cultural or economic factors, as well as on the social development of these communities, are largely pessimistic. The development concept was initially explained by three theories. Martin Seymour Lipset proposed a development plan in accordance with the requirements of democratic legitimacy. Other researchers have focused on the cultural traditions of countries, including their national institutions (i.e., national flag, anthem, shows, or parades) and governments, which they believe are crucial in fostering loyalty and national consciousness among fellow citizens (Sai, 2004) .
One of the key ideas in the course of modernization is the linear path of Walt W. Rostow that discusses economic and political development stages.
Theories on development are ranked as follows:
-Theories that prioritize infrastructures -Theories that prioritize culture -Theories that prioritize political factors related to economic development -Theories that prioritize economy over politics (Ibid) In this paper, the development of each community structure is analyzed separately to arrive at a single conclusion.
Social and Cultural Development
The different types of interactions that take place within a community and encompass a broad scope can lead to the development of a new civilization. Structure is usually linked to social development because of the broad concept of social construction. However, the value of cultural development, the immaterial needs of societies, and the perceptions, values, attitudes, actions, and behaviors that human beings form as a result of abandoning cultural and subcultural development become difficult to analyze with time. Weber argued that cultural development precedes other kinds of development and that modernization is associated with rationalization. The effects of rationalization, disenchantment, religion, and culture on social transition are studied by analyzing the role of culture in modernization.
Political Development
Rather than focusing on traditional behavioral patterns, political development emphasizes the effectiveness of governments, the formation of new behavioral patterns, the public participation in governance, and the roles of governments and elites.Political development is usually assessed at four levels, namely, government institutions, political communities or parties, civil society, and public domain. Robert Dahl (1991) argued that modern democracy differs from other forms of governance in the following aspects: 
Economic Development
Economic development increases the production capacity of a technology-based society. Economic theory can be divided into four categories, namely, dependency, neo-Marxist, world systems theory, and internal colonialism (Chylkvt, 1996) . The basic concept of development can be defined and proved with numbers. When development covers a series of social, political, economic, and cultural issues, people are in a better position to control the development of their communities.
Economic development also covers the following: degree of urbanization; level of literacy; development of mass media and community organizations; formation of rational and general behaviors; involvement of communities; formation of political relationships based on mutual trust and accountability; effectiveness of community leaders and policy managers; emergence of institutions such as political parties and associations; establishment of a democratic society; organization of elections for selecting leaders; creation of private, non-government, civil, social, health-related, and educational organizations; fair distribution of wealth and power; achievement of favorable economic; industrialization, production, and employment levels; participation of women in eradicating poverty; and elimination of rent.
Underdevelopment
Clearly, the criteria for development cannot be used to determine the degree of underdevelopment of a society.Underdevelopment can be evaluated by assessing political management, percentage of the poor population, measures for population control, availability of economic opportunities, economic and cultural duality, illiteracy, unemployment and non-employment, poverty, health, inflation, weaknesses in economic and social management, availability of skilled workers, deficiency in human and financial resources, distribution of income, life expectancy and longevity, nutrition, migration, brain drain, and use of natural resources.
Elitism
Elites include intellectuals, writers, critics, artists, politicians, military officers, senior managers, owners of multinational corporations, and other influential people.
Elitism can be viewed from the following perspectives: 1) Classical elitism believes that the oligarchic rotation of the elite can be proved through historical experience.
2) Democratic elitism, which was proposed by Max Weber and Joseph Schumpeter, argues that the participation of elites in the implementation of social policies has made them a powerful force in the society. Max Weber also considered democracy as an alternative means to ensure fair governance.
3) Modern elitism, which was proposed by C. Wright Mills and Walter Burnham (1975) , argues that in the United States, the members of the smaller class occupy most of the key positions in the society. These members also live interdependently because of their common social origins and family relations.
Elitism divides the society into three categories, namely, person classy, people quadratic, and nonpolitical.
Rentier State
Rent-seeking theory of bargaining agents reviews the market intervention and manipulation of the government. Bargaining agents obtain the market by bargaining with the government rather than by following the logic of the market. Many countries, especially those in the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America, are considered rentier states. Rent-seeking theory assumes that the governments of rentier states rely heavily on external income and the distribution of this income in the society.The governments of rentier states rely on revenues generated from particular commodities, such as oil, diamonds, guns, and canes. Therefore, these countries can generate a sufficient amount of funds with minimal effort. The governments of entire states also show great interest in the creation of personality cults (Kouchaksaraei, 2012) .
Social and Philosophical Traditions of Political Activism
Tradition and traditionalism in the Middle East should be viewed from the two following perspectives:
Perspective of Islamic scholars
Rene Guenon, Firhtiof Schuon, Martin Lings, Hussein Nasr, and Ananda Coomaraswamy proposed the sacred tradition concept to explain the attitudes of religious traditionalists toward modernity and modernism.
The sacred tradition concept also explains the philosophy and traditions of different religions around the world. Religious traditionalists aim to maintain the integrity and effectiveness of their religious heritage. Rene Guenon (1927) argued that Eastern traditions should be given special attention because such traditions are still intact. Guenon believed that the situation of the modern world could not be clarified through periodic training. His theories on the nature of time, space, and matter, which were all based on traditional cosmology, were closely associated with the teachings of his period.
Guenon believed that the time, place, territory, and qualitative differences in nature are fixed and could not be changed. The concept of self-contained conceptual material is incompatible with the concept of self-organization and sciences. Guenon also argued that people should rely on principles supported by facts and pursue these principles in metaphysical and cosmological sciences.
The thoughts of these Islamic scholars can be divided into the three following parts: 1) People must focus on their daily social and political issues as well as on the relationship between the present and the past and between the East and the West.
2) People must devote themselves to traditional arts and crafts to enhance their ambition.
3) Preoccupying oneself with religious and metaphysical questions can help form a unique balance between grace and skill to help develop metaphysical conviction.
Traditional art has the two following objectives:
1) To satisfy the present needs.
2) To preserve and disseminate moral and spiritual teachings that mark the emergence of traditional Eastern art as a unique art (Panahi, 2012) .
Hussein Nasr (1990) argued that the tradition concept includes the true meaning of the divine origin. The removal or restoration of divine messages continues throughout the course of human history. The meanings of tradition are closely associated with the philosophy of immortality and the constant revival by horizontal or vertical movement as continuity exists at the beginning of here and now (Nasr, 2001) . Alasdair Macintyre (1990), a non-Muslim traditionalist, emphasized the teachings of Christian theology and Aristotelian philosophy and was influenced by the ideas of Thomas Aquinas. McIntyre rejected the ideas of enlightenment, modernism, individualism, and liberalism yet defended the Aristotelian tradition (Bashirieh, 1999) . Traditional Christian theology has three elements, namely, teachings from God, teachings from humans, and the transfer of these teachings (Tabatabaei, 2010) .
Sociological perspective
Other researchers have adopted a sociological approach to define the concept of tradition in a narrow sense. However, the most commonly used approaches primarily focus on the oral transmission of sacred traditions, tastes, principles, beliefs, and customs from one generation to another . In the book Economy and Society, Max Weber discussed the conflict between social and traditional practices. Weber also defined tradition as a behavioral response closely related to normal stimuli. He added that traditional practices might become conscious activities that could lead to value-oriented rationality.
Weber also provided the following arguments:
1) The first action of an individual is normal or natural.
2) A certain behavior becomes a norm when it is displayed self-consciously in daily social interactions (Ibid).
defined action as a vital event that takes place within a particular context and could shift traditionalism by making an explicit and direct reference to the history of a community. The table1 below outlines the idea of Hoselitz. 3) Traditionalism also has its own political attitude, which is further discussed in the subsequent paragraphs.
Attitudes of Elites Toward Traditionalism
Many scholars believe that the political attitudes and the psychological tendencies of individuals to commit a political action are influenced by several factors, such as historical traditions, memories, motivations, and institutional or political emotions (Almond & Verba ,1963) .
However, the most important of these factors is the tradition of elites, who are known for preserving and exploiting their personal interests in a political society. The state government is considered conservative because its passive status hardly changes. The government also produces a conservative effect on the society by creating a situation in which individuals are less inclined to think. The political attitudes of traditionalists are reflected in their strong opposition to changes in their current affairs and political foundations, their neutralization of the current changes, and their desire to return to the past (13). By investigating the relationship between Islam and modernity, Barbier found that political Islam is largely unfamiliar with political modernity (Maurice, 1996) .
Conservatives and conservatism
Historical and scientific conservatism was introduced in the 1830s. Upon its introduction, the term "conservatism" was adopted from France to England. People in Europe who were affected by the revolutionary ideas of the Enlightenment opposed the concept of conservatism. Master thinkers Joseph Vincent from France and Klemens von Metternich from Austria actively opposed the French Revolution and the separation of the church and state. They believed that the concepts of progress and equality were unacceptable. Conservatives also reject the idea of abstraction, which may result in vast societal changes, and argue that such an idea is impossible to execute and learn. Conservatives aim to dominate the minds of people to promote the idea that no society cannot function without the influence of religion and ethics. These ideas, including public and legislative measures such as the right to form caucuses, have always been meant to look doubtful. Conservatives aim to ascertain that issues are straightforward, elusive, and complex. According to Aukshat, conservatives prefer the known over the unknown (Oakeshott, 1962) . The definition of conservatism as proposed by Mannheim completely disagrees with the modern definition of this concept. Mannheim argued that the main idea of conservatism is to oppose the fundamental concepts of the bourgeois society, the philosophy of natural rights and social contract, the sovereignty of originality, and the sense of individual freedom, equality, and its components (Bashirieh, 2007) .
The features of conservatism are as follows: 1) Strong support and commitment to conservative ideas 2) Strong support and commitment to tradition 3) Strong deference to traditional religious beliefs. Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1798) found a close relationship between conservatism and religion. Conservatives believe that the ultimate purpose of God is to produce human life, uplift human rights, and monitor the duties that arise. Edmund argued that humans are naturally religious .
4) Strong support and commitment to congregations and the traditional collective interests of the society.
Congregations can serve as a focal point for people with similar interests.
5) Strong support and commitment to hierarchies.
6) Conservatives form their identities, traditions, and religion, according to their history (Savedji, 1999 10) Display of elitism. Conservatives perceive people as equally wise yet argue that some individuals are meant to lead others .
. Discussion and Analysis
The Middle East, which ranges from the Mediterranean to the Indian subcontinent as well as from the neighboring countries in Northern Africa to those in Southern Europe, is known for having the oldest civilization in the world. This region is also home to the three great religions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The Middle East has a great number of underground resources that have brought massive wealth to surrounding countries. These underground reservoirs have also significantly affected the lives of the local people.
Islam is the dominant religion in the region, with majority of the population being ethnic Arabs. Most countries in this region achieved independence from the 1950s to the late 1970s. People in these countries still practice ancient manners, customs, cultures, and traditions, which have set the framework for governments. People in the Middle East also create an environment in which they preserve their surviving traditions similar to how they preserve their energy resources. Despite witnessing a rapid economic growth prior to 2010, gaining massive wealth, and utilizing their underground resources, countries in the Middle East have failed to achieve an all-around development. As shown in their balance of payments, the countries in the region have achieved an economic growth rate of approximately 6.4 before 2010. However, these countries have spent almost 10 years to achieve such growth (Ibid). This paper investigates several countries in the Middle East, including Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Kuwait, Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Bahrain, Oman, Egypt, and Qatar. Most of these countries depend on their groundwater resources, such as oil, for their economic growth. Although gasrich countries have the necessary resources to implement changes in their systems, they are still considered rentier states. 12) The Lord of the traditionalists states that:
a. Source and destination will be determined by the fate of the man of God; and b. God is not evil (Norton, 2003) .
C. Situation in the Middle East from the aspect of development
Even before the year 2010, a various studies have been conducted on the development of the situation in the Middle East. The current study selected this period because it demonstrated the stability of the Middle East after the Iraq War.The political, economic, and social statistics in Middle Eastern countries are not good, and the rulers have become the major influence of changes in these countries. In addition, various problems, such as women's issues, education and health, have continued to increase in these countries. Based on Table 2, Table 3 and Table 4 , the statistics involved in the development issues are considered the world's benchmark measure. This situation has created social and economic conditions, which cannot be solved by individuals alone. Short-and long-term plans that involve socio-political and economic management of the country have been designed to solve these complex problems. In these countries, the social and economic bodies are not allowed to flourish and almost all aspects of society are controlled by political leaders and the ruling elite society. We have studied the geography of the Middle East, the state, and beyond the state, the family which serves as a major employer in all matters. Citizens as subordinates comprise a kind of Rentier State Corporation because their profit does not destroy the state revenue, yet the interests are improving because the government dominates the economic, political, and social spheres. However, the government should create opportunities to improve the social, political, or economic status of the community.
Meanwhile, selecting political elites and senior executives in Middle Eastern politics is also an important issue. Here, election is not based on personal and professional competencies, but on installation and appointment. In other words, people achieve their posts not because of merit, but due to related factors, such as current affairs and rulers as well as the legitimacy and authority of the social traditions of religious communities. Apart from personal and group interests, traditions drive ordinary people to cooperate with the government. For example, in a country like Saudi Arabia (outside the traditional Arabic), the Wahhabi family has ruled the country for decades. This dynasty has become imprinted on the history of the country, thus demonstrating the unbreakable tradition of the elites. The elites of these countries know that if they lose these traditions, their effectiveness and legitimacy will also diminish, thereby resulting in disaster. Therefore, states are protected by the application of the norms of legitimacy and authority of the more successful elite; however, traditionalist scholars in the Middle East have conflicting state rules. Often, they deal with a range of traditional ideas of political development as well as socio-cultural thought.
Table 4
The progress of structural reforms in the Middle East countries
The governance and management of the country's best 100, indicates its ranking in the world Source: World Development Indicators 2012, the World Bank
The following factors contribute to the legitimacy of the ruling elite (Fyrhy, 2004) In the social model of Max Weber and actions by Hoselitz (1953) (as described in the Tradition and Traditionalism section), unplanned and unconscious habits and disorders are often done within the community, and these may trigger resistance. Several factors help develop strong opposition toward any renewal of the crisis due to the performance of the elites. These factors are listed below.
1. The crisis is a major obstacle to economic development.
2. The Rentier State retains the benefits of its members. In that case, the business benefits are denied and they lose their followers.
3. The convergence is the result of the Caliphate's views, which fear political development.
4. Cohorts and government loyalists, along with intellectuals and political elites, have little in common with those who uphold economic and social development and always have a line of thought and action. The latter are often more radical than their leaders, and the government often quells any effort to initiate changes. Thus, cohorts and government loyalists play an important role in preserving traditions.
5. The traditionalist in the Middle East has been restored because of the personal attributes of the state.
Features include the following:
1. Authoritarianism 2. Dictatorship 3. Preservation of the Khalifa 4. Unity (in Islam, the church and state are not independent of each other) Considering that their own affairs are the norms in the Middle Eastern countries, underdevelopment will be difficult to resolve. However, development could still be achieved if the people and the rulers reach an agreement. Therefore, an internally consistent model for the development of the Middle East has been created. This model consists of several parts as identified below. 
Conclusion
In Middle Eastern countries, groups and institutions that are willing to change and improve development in their country. The rulers of these countries assume that development without government planning is in contrast with their legitimacy and authority, therefore they resist against any change. Because the ruling in the Middle Eastern countries that are in performance crisis. They are extremely conservative and spend all its energy into maintaining their existing traditions. They are concerned that when the development of non-governmental organizations destroys tradition and thus it leads to loss of their legitimacy.
On the other hand, the Conservatives have the support of the community and groups who have common interests with the rulers. And these two influential groups in the Middle East; the conservative rulers and their fans, prevent the development of their countries in the socio -political and economic environment.The leaders and their supporters hold a particular identity and get stronger day by day due to the legitimacy and authority of the Islamic-Arabic tradition.
And the additional power of the rulers of these countries also delays development, because the traditions are opposed to political and social changes and development.
